Weekly Compilation of 


Presidential 
Documents 


Monday, December 17, 1984 
Volume 20—Number 50 
Pages 1889-1905 





Index of Contents 


Addresses and Remarks 


Christmas Pageant of Peace, remarks on 
lighting the National Christmas Tree—1900 
Defense budget, question-and-answer 
session wii reporters—1901 
International Human Rights Day, ceremony— 


1891 
President’s Citation Program for Private Sector 
Initiatives, ceremony—1889 


Appointments and Nominations 


Commission on Executive, Legislative and 
— Salaries, Chairman and member— 


National Advisory Council on Indian 
Education, saumhers 3006 

Postal Rate Commission, Commissioner—1902 

Treasury De: ent, Assistant Secretary (Tax 


Policy)}—1896 
Meetings With Foreign Leaders 


President Seyni Kountché of Niger—1897 


Memorandums to Federal Agencies 


Reports to <i on Turkey and El 
vador—18 


Proclamations 


Bill of pie ts Da Peay be Human Rights Day and 
Week 


Wright Brothers Dey, 1984—1899 
Statements Other Than Presidential 


Principal Deputy Press Secretary 
Cyprus reunification talks—1899 
Kuwaiti airline hijacking situation—1896 
U.S.-Cuba agreement on immigration and 
refugee matters—1902 


Supplementary Materials 


Acts ge by the President—1905 
Checklist of White House press releases—1905 
3 of other White House announcements— 


Nominations submitted to the Senate—1904 


[A Cumulative Index to Prior Issues appears at the end of this issue.] 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 





Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Service, General Services Adminis- 
tration, Washington, D.C. 20408, , the Weekly Compilation of Pres- 
idential Di and other 
Presidential materials released oy the White House during the 
preceding week. 

The Weekly C pilation of Presidential Di is pub- 
lished pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Register 








Act (49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under regula- 
tions prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal 
Register, approved by the President (37 FR 23607; 1 CFR Part 
10). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. 
The Weekly Compil: of Presid 1 Documents will be fur- 
nished by mail to domestic subscribers for $60.00 per year 
($101.00 for mailing first class) and to foreign subscribers for 
$75.00 per year, payable to the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. The 
charge for a single copy is $1.75 ($2.20 for foreign mailing). 

There are no restrictions on the republication - material ap- 
pearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential 











Week Ending Friday, December 14, 1984 


President’s Citation Program for 
Private Sector Initiatives 





Remarks at a Ceremony Marking the 
Beginning of the Awards Program. 
December 10, 1984 





Thank you. And if you haven’t been wel- 
comed already—and I’m sure you have— 
welcome to the White House. We claim this 
building over across the street, too. [Laugh- 
ter] 

You know, when this grand building was 
built, volunteer effort was an everyday part 
of our national life. Farmers would travel 
miles to help out with a barn-raising. Food 
was distributed to the needy by churches 
and volunteer groups. And when someone 
fell ill, he would more than likely be cared 
for by his neighbors. For decades this shin- 
ing tradition of voluntarism helped to give 
life in America a sense of security and 
warmth. 

Yet in recent years, I think we must 
admit that the focus on volunteer efforts 
began to fade somewhat. Too many began 
expecting big government to perform tasks 
that could have been done more efficiently 
and with greater humanity by the private 
sector. In many cases, billions of dollars 
were spent on government programs that 
failed to do any lasting good. 

The American people saw what was hap- 
pening, and when George Bush and I were 
elected they gave us a mandate which we 
interpreted as “end the waste and, wherev- 
er possible, shift the focus away from the 
slow-moving labors of the bureaucrats back 
to the caring and efficient efforts of the 
people themselves.” 

I treasure one story, an experience that 
happened before I came here. There was a 
gentleman whose social security payments 
stopped coming. And when he inquired, 
they said he was dead. [Laughter] He said 
he wasn’t. [Laughter] You know, when a 
computer makes a mistake, it’s a mistake. 
Finally he went in person and informed 


them that there he was, in the living flesh. 
And the computer said he was dead, and 
there wasn’t anything that they could do. 

He’d been without the payments; he was 
destitute. And they—at least, thank heaven, 
there was someone there that turned to vol- 
untarism in a way—they temporarily solved 
his problem while they went to work to try 
and solve it permanently. They gave him 
the social security funeral allowance to tide 
him over. [Laughter] 

Well, repeatedly I’ve tried to use this 
bully pulpit to stress the importance of vol- 
unteer efforts. And throughout government, 
we've urged the formation of partnerships 
between the public and private sectors. 
One of our most important steps was the 
establishment of our White House Office of 
Private Sector Initiatives, headed by our 
fine director, Jim Coyne, and the Private 
Sector Advisory Committee—or Council, a 
council that’s made up of private citizens 
dedicated to encouraging volunteer efforts 
across the country. 

The members of the Council and their 
Chairman, Bob Galvin, of Motorola, I know 
are with us today. And I want to thank you 
all for your outstanding work. Over the past 
4 years, all these efforts have had a power- 
ful effect. 

Between 1980 and 1983, for example, 
total giving in our country rose by 35 per- 
cent to a record $64.9 billion. And that 
number happens to be greater than the 
gross national product of more than half of 
the nations of the world. 

Last year alone, the United Way Cam- 
paign collected almost $2 billion, making 
1983 the best year for that campaign in 
almost three decades. And last year was the 
third consecutive year that the increase in 
giving was higher than the inflation rate. 
And as Bob Galvin and his fellow members 
can tell us, the Private Sector Initiatives Ad- 
visory Council has found the American 
people are ready and eager to lend a hand. 

The Council has been able to create out- 
standing programs—like partnerships in 
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education, under which nearly 16,000 
American schools have formed partnerships 
with businesses and professional organiza- 
tions; the summer jobs program, which last 
summer provided hundreds of thousands of 
young people with their first employment; 
and a direct, dynamic initiative in Grenada, 
under which more than $1% million has 
been committed, in Grenada, by private 
American concerns since the people of that 
island were set free. 

Over the past 4 years the American 
people have gained new confidence in 
themselves and a new optimism about our 
nation’s future. At the same time, we’ve 
rekindled an old ember of openness and 
generosity. And now we Americans are 
giving our time, money, and skills to good 
causes with renewed joy and dedication. 
And today, it’s our privilege to highlight 
two initiatives that will help to carry the 
spirit of American voluntarism even fur- 
ther. 

First, National Care and Share Day, De- 
cember 15th. On this date, Americans from 
Maine to California will contribute food to 
be shared with those in need. Groups rang- 
ing from the Salvation Army to the Grocery 
Manufacturers of America have generously 
agreed to take part. And I understand that 
in thousands of grocery stores across the 
country, collection centers will be set up for 
shoppers who want to make donations. 

I signed the proclamation naming this 
date in the holiday season National Care 
and Share Day so that we could help to 
make this part of the year truly a time of 
good will toward all. And I urge every 
American to participate. 

May I add one personal thought? In light 
of the tragedy in Ethiopia, last week I 
signed an order releasing 300,000 tons of 
wheat to the developing countries of Africa 
and South Asia. I know that private Ameri- 
can efforts have already done much to help 
the needy around the world, especially in 
Ethiopia, and I would hope that on National 
Care and Share Day Americans would once 
again remember those nations that are less 
fortunate than our own. 

Second, we’re here to kick off a major 
new awards initiative called the President’s 
Citation Program for Private Sector Initia- 


tives. Businesses and associations on my Ad- 
visory Council will be able to fly the new 
“C Flag” and let the world know the pro- 
gram’s motto, “We can, we care.” 

Now, everybody from Chicago knows that 
“C” stands for Cubs. [Laughter] But in this 
case it stands for something else—commit- 
ment. Often when we discuss voluntarism 
we concentrate on the efforts of individuals. 
But each year, business and professional as- 
sociations show just as much of that national 
quality—commitment—donating millions of 
dollars and thousands of hours. 

The aerospace industry, for example, is 
assembling “Tech-net.” That’s a network of 
funding and personnel that helps to harness 
new technology on behalf of the disabled. 

Safeway Stores, Incorporated, has long 
been involved in volunteer efforts, from 
support of Easter Seals to taking a major 
hand in promoting the National Care and 
Share Day and helping launch the Young 
Astronaut Program. 

GTE has sponsored the Gift Program. 
That’s Growth Initiative For Teachers, to 
help train math and science teachers. 

And D.C. Comics, Incorporated, has pro- 
duced comic books that teach children the 
dangers of drug abuse. 

Permit me to give you one more exam- 
ple, and this one is a little close to my 
heart. Some months ago, I devoted my Sat- 
urday radio talk to the problem of missing 
children. It so happened that Jim Kerrigan, 
chairman of the Trailways Bus Company, 
heard that talk, and on the following 
Monday called the White House to say that 
Trailways would like to help. Working with 
the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police, Trailways put together a program 
where once a missing child was identified 
by local police, the youngster could ride 
home on a Trailways bus for free. 

Perhaps you’re wondering how much 
time passed between Jim’s phone call and 
the first child’s ride on a Trailways bus. It 
was 10 days. You know, I can’t help think- 
ing how long it would have taken and how 
many millions of taxpayers’ dollars would 
have been spent if the program had been 


put together by a Federal agency. [Laugh- 
ter] 
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Again and again, America’s business and 
professional associations have shown this 
outstanding level of commitment. And the 
“C Flag,” modeled on the famous “E Flag” 
of World War II, has been designed for 
them. 

Across the country, businesses and asso- 
ciations with community involvement 
projects will be urged to register them with 
our Private Sector Initiatives DataNet, and 
when the projects are registered, the busi- 
nesses and associations will be able to fly “C 
Flags” with pride. Of the companies that 
qualify for “C Flags” each year, 100 with 
outstanding programs will be selected for 
Presidential citations. And of these, each 
year 30 will receive a Presidential medal. 

Now, these citations and medals we hope 
will become sought after, spurring business- 
es and professional associations on to even 
greater efforts. And as more and more “C 
Flags” snap in the breeze across our land, 
all Americans will be reminded of the vital 
role that our private sector plays in helping 
sO many. 

To those representatives of the first com- 
panies to receive “C Flags,” my heartfelt 
congratulations. You’re helping to show that 
Uncle Sam is back and standing tall, and he 
knows how to bend over and lend a helping 
hand. 

And now I would like to unveil the first 
“C Flag” and present it to Peter Ueberroth 
for his leadership in the Olympics, a private 
sector initiative of unparalleled success, and 
on behalf of all the businesses which made 
the Olympics possible. 

So, thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:04 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. The ceremony marked the unveil- 
ing of the first major White House awards 
program recognizing the outstanding con- 
tributions made by businesses and associa- 
tions to their communities. In addition to 
Mr. Ueberroth, commissioner of baseball 
and former chairman of the Olympics, who 
received the first “C Flag” from the Presi- 
dent on behalf of all the businesses that 
contributed to the Olympics, 150 business 
and association executives were present at 
the ceremony and received “C Flags.” 


International Human Rights Day 





Remarks at a Ceremony for the Signing of 
Proclamation 5287. December 10, 1984 





Thank you very much. This ceremony 
marks more than another event on the 
White House calendar or another worthy 
cause for the national agenda, for in observ- 
ing Human Rights Day, we rededicate our- 
selves to the cause of human dignity and 
freedom, a cause that goes to the heart of 
our national character and defines our na- 
tional purpose. 

So today, we dare to affirm again the 
commitment of the American people to the 
inalienable rights of all human beings. In 
reaffirming the moral beliefs that began our 
nation, we strive to make the United States 
what we pray to God it will always be—a 
beacon of hope to all the persecuted and 
oppressed of the world. And we resolve that 
as a people, we'll never rest until the bless- 
ings of liberty and self-government are ex- 
tended to all the nations of the Earth. 

Two years ago in London, when I called 
for a crusade for freedom and human 
rights, I noted that these ideals—embodied 
in the rule of law, under God, and in the 
institutions of democratic _ self-govern- 
ment—were on the march. Because these 
ideals represent the oldest and noblest aspi- 
rations of the human spirit, I said then that 
this power is irresistible when compared to 
totalitarian ideologies that seek to roll back 
mankind’s march to freedom. 

Today I want to take special note of evi- 
dence that this desire for self-determina- 
tion, this recognition by the state of the 
inalienable rights of men and women every- 
where, is nowhere stronger than close to 
our own borders in the lands of Latin 
America. In contrast to only a few years 
ago, today more than 90 percent of the 
people in Latin America and the Caribbean 
live in nations either democratically gov- 
erned or moving in that direction. 

While we’re still doing all that we can to 
promote democratic change in nations such 
as Paraguay and Chile, we must not forget 
that over the last 5 years in Argentina, Bo- 
livia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, 
Panama, Peru and, most recently, in Uru- 
guay, military juntas have been replaced by 
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elected civilian governments. And just last 
Monday, democratic values triumphed 
again as the people of Grenada freely elect- 
ed a new civilian Prime Minister. 

Today, all who cherish human rights and 
individual freedom salute the people of the 
Americas for their great achievements. And 
we pledge to our neighbors the continued 
support and assistance of the United States 
as they transform our entire hemisphere 
into a haven for democracy, peace, and 
human rights. 

In other nations farther from our shores, 
we've also seen progress toward reducing 
the repression of human rights and some 
strengthening of democratic institutions. In 
some of these nations, which have authori- 
tarian governments but friendly ties to the 
United States and the community of demo- 
cratic nations, quiet diplomacy has brought 
about humane and democratic change. 

But we know there are occasions when 
quiet diplomacy is not enough, when we 
must remind the leaders of nations who are 
friendly to the United States that such 
friendship also carries responsibilities for 
them and for us. And that’s why the United 
States calls for all governments to advance 
the democratic process and work toward a 
system of government based on the consent 
of the governed. 

From our beginning, regard for human 
rights and the steady expansion of human 
freedom have defined the American experi- 
ence. And they remain today the real, 
moral core of our foreign policy. 

The United States has said on many occa- 
sions that we view racism with repugnance. 
We feel a moral responsibility to speak out 
on this matter, to emphasize our concerns 
and our grief over the human and spiritual 
costs of apartheid in South Africa, to call 
upon the Government of South Africa to 
reach out to its black majority by ending 
the forced removal of blacks from their 
communities and the detention, without 
trial, and lengthy imprisonment of black 
leaders. Such action can comfort only those 
whose vision of South Africa’s future is one 
of polarization, violence, and the final ex- 
tinction of any hope for peaceful, democrat- 
ic government. At the same time, we note 
with satisfaction that the South African 
Government has released 11 black leaders, 
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including the top leaders of two of that 
country’s most important labor unions. 

Because we care deeply about the people 
of South Africa and the future of that 
nation, we ask that the constructive changes 
of recent years be broadened to address the 
aspirations of all South Africans. Peaceful 
change in South Africa, and throughout 
southern Africa, can come only when blacks 
and whites find a durable basis to live to- 
gether, when they establish an effective 
dialog, a dialog sustained by adherence to 
democratic values and a belief in govern- 
ments based on the consent of the gov- 
erned. 

We urge both the Government and the 
people of South Africa to move toward a 
more just society. We pledge here today 
that if South Africans address the impera- 
tives of constructive change, they will have 
the unswerving support of our government 
and people in this effort. 

A few years ago, when I spoke of totali- 
tarian ideologies as the greatest threat to 
personal freedom in the world today and 
the most persistent source of human suffer- 
ing in our century, I also pointed out that 
the United States, too, has faced evils like 
racism, anti-Semitism, and other forms of 
intolerance and disregard for human free- 
dom. So, while we work to see human 
rights extended throughout the world, this 
observance of Human Rights Day reminds 
us of our responsibility to assure against in- 
justice and intolerance in our own land as 
well. And today, I call on the American 
people to reaffirin, in our daily lives and in 
the workings of our private and govern- 
mental institutions, a commitment to broth- 
erhood and equal justice under the law. 

But we do a serious disservice to the 
cause of human rights if we forget that, 
however mistaken and wrong, however 
stumbling the actions of democracies in 
seeking to achieve the ideals of freedom 
and brotherhood, our philosophy of govern- 
ment permits us to acknowledge, debate, 
and then correct mistakes, injustices, and 
violations of human rights. 

Let us always remember the critical 
moral distinction of our time—the clear dif- 
ference between a philosophy of govern- 
ment that acknowledges wrongdoing and 
injustice and one that refuses to admit to 
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such injustices and even justifies its own 
assaults on individual liberty in the name of 
a chimeric utopian ‘vision. Such brutal af- 
fronts to the human conscience as the sys- 
tematic suppression of individual liberty in 
the Soviet Union and the denial of religious 
expression by Christians, Jews, and Muslims 
in that country, are tragic examples. Today, 
for example, the largest remaining Jewish 
community in Europe, Soviet Jewry, is 
again being exposed to a systematic anti- 
Semitic campaign. Ominously, teachers of 
the Hebrew language have been arrested 
and their efforts to preserve their culture 
and religion treated as a crime. 

Soviet authorities are continuing to 
threaten many “refuseniks” with confine- 
ment in psychiatric hospitals, expulsion 
from their jobs, and internal exile. Yet thou- 
sands of Soviet Jews have applied for per- 
mission to emigrate. We have and shall con- 
tinue to insist that those who wish to leave 
must be a!lowed to do so. 

Our heart also goes out today to an indi- 
vidual who has worked so hard for human 
rights progress in the Soviet Union and suf- 
fered so much for his efforts—the Nobel 
Prize Laureate, Dr. Andrei Sakharov. Noth- 
ing more clearly illustrates the absence of 
what our Founding Fathers called a 
“decent respect to the opinions of man- 
kind” than the cruel treatment of this great 
humanitarian. The Soviet Union, itself, 
would do much to regain respect within the 
international community if it would allow 
academician: Sakharov and his wife, Yelena 
Bonner, to live the rest of their lives in 
dignity in a place of their own choosing. 
We’re pleased to have the Sakharovs’ son- 
in-law here with us today. 

The Sakharovs are the best-known vic- 
tims of human rights violations in the Soviet 
Union, but thousands of other Soviet citi- 
zens, such as Yuriy Orlov, or Anatoly 
Shcharanskiy—whose wife, Avital, is here 
with us today—suffer in Soviet prisons and 
labor camps for the sole crimes of express- 
ing a personal opinion, seeking to emigrate, 
or openly expressing their love of God. 

We Americans recognize a special respon- 
sibility to speak for the oppressed, wherev- 
er they may be. We think here of special 
cases like the persecution of the Baha’i reli- 
gious minority in Iran. But we also acknowl- 
edge a special obligation to speak for those 


who suffer the repression of totalitarian re- 
gimes, regimes that refuse to acknowledge 
and correct injustice and that justify abso- 
lute state power even as they seek to 
extend their cruel rule to other lands. 

So, we call today for all free peoples of 
the world to unite in resisting and bringing 
to an end such intolerable practices as the 
suppression of free trade unionism, the 
campaign against the church and against 
political freedom in Nicaragua, the continu- 
ing Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia, 
and the barbaric war waged by Soviet 
troops in Afghanistan—a war which began 5 
years ago this month with the Soviet inva- 
sion of that once nonaligned country. 

As but one of the tragic consequences of 
Soviet actions in Afghanistan, more than 
one-third of the people of that country have 
fled from their homes and sought refuge in 
internal or external exile. 

Finally, we welcome the recent steps 
taken by the Polish Government, but we 
urge that they are followed by lasting ef- 
forts for genuine, national reconciliation 
through effective dialog with the Polish 
people. 

So today, we the people of the United 
States, in conjunction with other freedom- 
loving people everywhere in the world, re- 
dedicate ourselves to the cause of human 
rights, to the cause of democratic self-rule 
and human freedom. We reassert our belief 
that some day the repression of the human 
spirit and the special tragedy of totalitarian 
rule will be only a distant chapter in the 
human past. In doing so, we're deeply 
aware of our nation’s long struggle toward 
achieving these goals and our own heritage 
of seeking to promote these ideals through- 
out the world. 

Thomas Jefferson told us, “The mass of 
mankind has not been born with saddles on 
their backs.” And the poet Archibald 
MacLeish once said: Some say the hope for 
“the liberation of humanity, the freedom of 
man and mind, is nothing but a dream. 
They are right. It is. It is the American 
dream.” 

Another great American literary figure, 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, suggested that America 
is “a willingness of the heart.” We've re- 
cently read a great deal about the young 
people of this nation about whom, some say, 
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this willingness of the heart no longer exists. 
Well, my own experiences with this genera- 
tion suggest that the traditional idealism of 
the young, their hope to accomplish great 
things, their willingness to serve the cause 
of humanity, is not only intact but stronger 
than ever. And like every generation before 
it, this generation hungers for a cause, for a 
mission that will take it outside itself and let 
it help lift humanity beyond the material 
and the immediate to new heights of 
human and spiritual progress. 

So today, let us challenge these young 
Americans to make our nation an even 
better example of what she was always 
meant to be—champion of the oppressed, 
defender of all who reach for freedom and 
to the right of self-determination. Let us 
challenge young Americans, excited by 
technological and material progress, to 
ensure that this progress enriches political 
freedom and human dignity as well. Here’s 
a challenge that’s worthy of our youth, of 
their vision, their energy, and their vigor. 
Let our younger generation lead young 
people throughout the world to join the 
democratic nations in promoting human 
rights and self-government and the cause of 
human freedom. 

The other night at the Kennedy Center, 
they had a choir, a United Nations choir of 
90 young people, children, in the costumes 
of their native countries from all over the 
world. And looking at them down there, 
singing together, I couldn’t help but think, 
“Good Lord, if we turn it all over to them, 
they’d get along just fine together.” And 
maybe the world should follow their lead. 

There is in the Book of Genesis a story of 
great loss. It’s a story of man alienated from 
his fellow man and turning to persecution 
and hatred for others. Well, I believe that 
history is slowly working itself back to the 
restoration of brotherhood and mutual re- 
spect among all the peoples of the Earth. So 
today, we rededicate ourselves to this vision 
and mission. We do so mindful that human 
might and will alone cannot achieve this 
goal, aware that our ultimate success will be 
determined by our faith in the power of 
prayer, in the promises of Him who made 
us and even now guides us in our quest for 
human dignity and freedom. 

And now I shall quit talking and sign the 
proclamation. 
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[At this point, the President signed Procla- 
mation 5287.] 


For the week beginning today, it is now 
recognized officially as Human Rights 
Week. And the 15th will be Human Rights 
Day. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:09 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Build- 
ing. 
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Bill of Rights Day, Human Rights Day 
and Week, 1984 





Proclamation 5287. December 10, 1984 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On December 15, 1791, our Founding 
Fathers celebrated the ratification of the 
first ten amendments to the Constitution of 
the United States—a Bill of Rights that has 
helped guarantee the freedoms that all 
Americans cherish. 

For the first time in the history of na- 
tions, our Founding Fathers established a 
written Constitution with enumerated 
rights based on the principle that the rights 
to life and liberty come not from the pre- 
rogative of government, but inhere in each 
person as a fundamental human heritage. 
Americans believe that all persons are equal 
in their possession of these unalienable 
rights and are entitled to respect because of 
the immense dignity and value of each 
human being. With these great principles in 
mind, the Founding Fathers designed a 
system of government limited in its powers, 
based upon just laws, and resting upon the 
consent of the governed. 

When Americans first proclaimed this 
noble experiment in self-government and 
human liberty, it seemed to some to be a 
utopian, unrealistic ideal. Today, virtually 
every nation in the world has adopted a 
written constitution expressing in varying 
degrees fundamental human rights. One 
hundred and fifty-seven years after the rati- 
fication of our Bill of Rights, on December 
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10, 1948, the United Nations adopted the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights af- 
firming an international consensus on 
behalf of the human rights and individual 
liberties that we value so highly. 

Thirty-six years after the adoption of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
however, it is clear that this consensus is 
often recognized more on paper than in 
practice. Throughout the world, many gov- 
ernments nominally adhere to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights while sup- 
pressing free elections, independent trade 
unions, due process of law, and freedom of 
religion and of the press. 

The United States recognizes a special re- 
sponsibility to advance the claims of the op- 
pressed; to reaffirm the rights to life and 
liberty as fundamental rights upon which all 
others are based; and to safeguard the 
rights to freedom of thought, conscience, 
and religion. As we are free, we must speak 
up for those who are not. 

As Americans, we strongly object to and 
seek to end such affronts to the human con- 
science as the incarceration in the Soviet 
Union of men and women who try to speak 
out freely or who seek to exercise the basic 
right to emigrate; the harsh treatment ac- 
corded one of the great humanitarians of 
our time, Andrei Sakharov, the denial of 
basic human rights and self-determination 
in Eastern Europe and the Baltic states; the 
failure of the Polish authorities to establish 
an effective dialogue with the free trade 
union movement in that country; the mani- 
fest injustices of the apartheid system of 
racial discrimination in South Africa; the 
persecution of the Baha’i religious minority 
in Iran; the lack of progress toward demo- 
cratic government in Chile and Paraguay; 
the campaign against the Roman Catholic 
Church in Nicaragua; the suppression of 
freedom in Cuba and Vietnam; the brutal 
war waged by Soviet troops against the 
people of Afghanistan; and the continuing 
Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea. 

The American people recognize that it is 
the denial of human rights, not their advo- 
cacy, that is a source of world tension. We 
recall the sacrifices that generations of 
Americans have made to preserve and pro- 
tect liberty around the world. In this centu- 
ry alone, tens of thousands of Americans 
have laid down their lives on distant battle- 


fields to uphold the cause of human rights. 
We honor and cherish them all. Today, it is 
with an abiding sense of gratitude and rev- 
erence that we remember the great gift of 
freedom that they bequeathed to us. 

As we give special thought to the bless- 
ings that we enjoy as a free people, let us 
not forget the victims of human rights 
abuses around the world. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim December 10, 1984, as 
Human Rights Day and December 15, 
1984, as Bill of Rights Day, and call on all 
Americans to observe the week beginning 
December 10, 1984, as Human Rights 
Week. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 10th day of Dec., in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
four, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and ninth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:46 a.m., December 11, 1984] 


National Advisory Council on Indian 
Education 





Appointment of Two Members. 
December 10, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the National Advisory Coun- 
cil on Indian Education for terms expiring 
September 29, 1987: 


Gloria Ann Duus will succeed Terrance J. 
Brown. She is program director for the Office 
of Navajo Women in Window Rock, AZ. She 
graduated from the University of Utah (B.S.) 
and Northern Arizona University (M.S.). She is 
married, has three children, and resides in Yah- 
tahey, NM. She was born March 6, 1951, in 
Brigham City, UT. 

W.L. Martin will succeed Dennis Demmert. He 
is administrator of technical assistance for the 
Wisconsin Council on Criminal Justice in Madi- 
son, WI. He graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin (B.S.). He is married, has one child, 
and resides in Madison, WI. He was born 
August 25, 1946, in Shawano, WI. 
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Report to Congress on Turkey and 
El Salvador 





Memorandum From the President. 
December 10, 1984 





Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Administrator, Agency for International 
Development 
Subject: Delegation of Authority for Reports 
to Congress on Turkey and El Salvador 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the stat- 
utes of the United States of America, in- 
cluding Section 621 of the Foreign Assist- 
ance Act of 1961, as amended, and Section 
301 of Title 3 of the United States Code, I 
hereby (1) delegate to the Secretary of State 
the functions vested in me by Title III of 
the Foreign Assistance and Related Pro- 
grams Appropriations Act, 1985 (as enacted 
in P.L. 98-473) (the “Act’”), under the un- 
numbered paragraph entitled “Military As- 
sistance” insofar as they relate to Turkey; 
and (2) delegate to the Administrator of the 
Agency for International Development 
functions vested in me by Section 533 of 
the Act, to be exercised in consultation with 
the Secretary of State. 

This memorandum shall be published in 
the Federal Register. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:47 a.m., December 11, 1984] 


Note: The text of the memorandum was re- 


leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on December 11. 


Department of the Treasury 





Nomination of Ronald Alan Pearlman To 
Be an Assistant Secretary (Tax Policy). 
December 11, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Ronald Alan Pearlman to 


be an Assistant Secretary of Treasury (Tax 
Policy). He would succeed John E. Chapo- 
ton. 

Mr. Pearlman is currently Deputy Assist- 
ant Secretary for Tax Policy (Department of 
the Treasury). He has served as an adjunct 
professor of law, Washington University 
School of Law, since 1971. Previously he 
was a partner (1971-1983) and associate 
(1969-1970) with the law firm of Thompson 
& Mitchell and Attorney-Adviser (Tax), 
Office of the Chief Counsel, Interpretative 
Division, Internal Revenue Service (1965- 
1969). 

Mr. Pearlman graduated from Northwest- 
ern University (B.A., 1961; J.D., 1965) and 
Georgetown University Law Center (LL.M., 
1967). He is married, has two children, and 
resides in Bethesda, MD. He was born July 
10, 1940, in Hamilton, OH. 


Kuwaiti Airline Hijacking Situation 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. 
December 11, 1984 





We have received confirmation that the 
remains of the two murdered Americans 
departed Tehran for Frankfurt. The re- 
mains will be identified by U.S. military fo- 
rensic specialists. After identification, tenta- 
tive plans call for the bodies to be trans- 
ported to Andrews AFB. I do not have an 
arrival time for you at this time. 

Messrs. Kapar and Costa have been flown 
by a Kuwaiti aircraft to Kuwait where they 
are being picked up by a USAF aircraft and 
will be transported to Frankfurt, West Ger- 
many. I understand they should be leaving 
Kuwait just about now, noon, December 11. 
A determination on their onward itinerary 
has not yet been made. 

While we have not yet had a chance to 
fully debrief the survivors, many aspects of 
the Government of Iran’s handling of this 
situation raise profound and disturbing 
questions to which we are seeking answers. 
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The fact of the matter is that two passen- 
gers were murdered by the hijackers, more 
were tortured, and many were brutalized 
for an extended period of time without any 
effective measures being taken by the Gov- 
ernment of Iran. Granting selective media 
access, broadcasting statements and screams 
of tortured passengers, permitting photog- 
raphers aboard the aircraft, clearly encour- 
aged extreme behavior by the hijackers. 
The passengers, the families of the mur- 
dered passengers, and the world deserve 
answers from the Government of Iran. 


Previous actions by the Government of 
Iran have shown that it has the capability to 
act rapidly and effectively to end hijackings 
when it so wishes. On this occasion, when 
the lives of innocent American, Kuwaiti, 
and other citizens were at stake, it did oth- 
erwise. Two U.S. Government employees 
were murdered. We will probably never 
know what would have happened had the 
Iranian Government acted more firmly. 


Now that the hijackers are in its custody, 
the Government of Iran has very clear obli- 
gations. Under the Hague Convention for 
Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft, 
to which Iran is a party, the Government of 
Iran has an obligation to submit the hijack- 
ers’ case to prosecutorial authorities or to 
extradite them to another country for trial. 


Iran’s failure to try or extradite several 
previous groups of hijackers is clear evi- 
dence that it has not met its obligations and 
reinforced the impression that it is sympa- 
thetic to and provides a safe haven for hi- 
jackers. 


The American attitude and _ actions 
toward the Government of Iran in the 
aftermath of this tragedy will be condi- 
tioned by whether it meets its obligations 
and by our assessment of its role during this 
tragic incident. We have been and will con- 
tinue to watch Iranian actions closely. 


Note: Larry Speakes read the statement to 
reporters in the Briefing Room at the White 
House during his daily news briefing, 
which began at approximately 12 noon. 


Meeting With President Seyni 
Kountché of Niger 





Remarks Following the Meeting. 
December 11, 1984 





President Reagan. It’s been an honor and 
a pleasure to welcome President Kountché 
to Washington. 

Our meeting takes place at a time when 
the world’s attention is focused on the seri- 
ous food crisis in Africa. Niger has not been 
spared the ravages of the drought. Howev- 
er, through the constructive efforts of Presi- 
dent Kountché’s government and the help 
of the international community, including 
the United States, the effects of the drought 
in Niger will be reduced. 

Those who know President Kountché 
know that food self-sufficiency and the well- 
being of his people are his primary goals. 
He has gone about these objectives with 
pragmatic policies. President Kountché rep- 
resents an impressive example of the kind 
of serious, concerned leadership that Africa 
will need to overcome its economic prob- 
lems. His reputation as a dedicated and ca- 
pable leader has been confirmed by his visit 
to Washington today. 

In our conversations this morning, and at 
lunch, we covered many of the important 
international problems of the day, particu- 
larly those concerning Africa. We have ben- 
efited from President Kountché’s views on 
the problems of drought and economic de- 
velopment in the Sahel, as well as the politi- 
cal problems of that region. We support 
Niger’s efforts to maintain its independence 
and territorial integrity. 

In many areas our views converge. On a 
few others, in a spirit of mutual respect, 
we've agreed to differ. We have an excel- 
lent bilateral relationship to which we both 
attach considerable importance. 

Niger and the United States together are 
committed to the resolution of international 
problems through the pursuit of realistic 
dialog in international organizations and 
through the exercise of rational economic 
policies at home. And I have assured Presi- 
dent Kountché of our support for him and 
his country, and I’ve expressed our admira- 


tion for his accomplishments at home and 
abroad. 
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President Kountché. Ladies and gentle- 
men, I have just had a very extensive dis- 
cussion with President Ronald Reagan. We 
discussed bilateral cooperation, as well as 
African and international issues regarding 
the effects of world recession, the persistent 
drought and famine in Africa, and the flash- 
points existing in almost all the continents. 
Our discussions were also especially focused 
on the role of the United States of America 
in the search for a better international po- 
litical, economic, and military balance. And 
I can say that the views of our two coun- 
tries were consistent with each other, and 
there were a good understanding on most 
of the issues discussed. 

As far as Africa is concerned, you know 
that we are currently preoccupied by the 
harsh drought that is once again affecting 
extensive areas of our continent, the result 
of which is the reappearance of hunger in 
many countries, especially in extensive re- 
gions of the Sahel, in the whole of Africa, 
and eastern Africa. 

I'm glad to note that both President 
Reagan and his administration are fully 
aware of this situation and that not only do 
they sympathize with us, but they are also 
seriously concerned by the great sufferings 
affecting several thousands of Africans that 
have been seriously hit. President Reagan 
and the American administration have al- 
ready provided substantial food aid, and 
Niger is grateful to them for that. The 
President also assured me that the United 
States will continue to use significant means 
to decisively help in the crusade against 
hunger and death in Africa. And this is es- 
sentially in a humanitarian spirit. 

We have also discussed the political issues 
that are currently haunting the African 
countries—Chad, western Sahara, but espe- 
cially southern Africa, where the delays in 
the independence of Namibia and the per- 
sistence of apartheid in South Africa engen- 
der an untenable situation in the frontline 
states. President Ronald Reagan and I agree 
that more consultation between Africa and 
the United States of America will make it 
possible to remove the obstacles and solve 
these problems in serenity, in justice, and in 
the rule of law. 

Besides, I would be right to say that 
through these discussions we were able to 
compare our common desire to see peace 
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and security prevail throughout the world 
on the basis of the great ideals of the right 
of the peoples to self-determination and lib- 
erty, respect for all the countries’ sovereign- 
ty and territorial integrity, respect for the 
countries’ domestic political choice, and re- 
spect for the rules of good neighborliness 
and peaceful coexistence among the na- 
tions. 

Naturally, we did not lose sight of the 
economic issues, because Niger and all 
Africa are severely hit by the economic 
crisis that unfortunately affects all the conti- 
nents. In this regard, we both recognized 
that the United States have a top role to 
play in order to safeguard peace in the 
world and, mostly, to save the stability of 
small nations. 

My conclusion, therefore, is that I am 
fully satisfied with these talks during which 
I congratulated President Ronald Reagan 
for all the efforts that he has been making 
and for the great vigilance that he has per- 
sonally shown concerning Niger and regard- 
ing the problems of Africa. You know that 
in recent years, President Ronald Reagan 
and his administration have launched a di- 
versified, dynamic, and especially friendly 
and fruitful cooperation with my country. 
And I can say today that the United States 
of America are among our most active and 
most effective partners. 

As for the President, he appeared as a 
man most devoted to his duties and to his 
nation. Moreover, I have been seriously im- 
pressed by the fact—by his awareness of the 
global problems, his worshiping of liberty 
and the fulfillment of man, his determina- 
tion to build an American society ever 
stronger and more prosperous. 

I wish him good health, a cuuttounen 
clearmindedness, a growing clear sight to 
fulfill the well-deserved new term of office 
with which he has just been entrusted by 
the people, following his reelection, that in 
all aspects was a personal triumph and a 
general satisfaction expressed to him by the 
great American people. 

I thank you. 


Note: President Reagan spoke at 1:23 p.m. 
to reporters assembled at the South Portico 
of the White House. President Kountché 
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spoke in French, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. 

Earlier, the two Presidents met in the 
Oval Office. They then held a working 
luncheon, together with U.S. and Niger offi- 
cials, in the State Dining Room. 


Wright Brothers Day, 1984 





Proclamation 5288. December 12, 1984 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


This year marks the eighty-first anniversa- 
ry of human flight in a powered, winged 
aircraft. The dedicated efforts of Orville 
and Wilbur Wright made this possible. In 
the years that have passed since that time, 
the world has undergone a revolution in 
transportation that has brought nations 
closer together and helped unite the global 
community in ways never before possible. 

Though only 120 feet in length and 12 
seconds in duration, the first successful 
flight of the Wright Brothers’ aero-vehicle 
on December 17, 1903, was truly the “flight 
heard round the world.” That flight—limit- 
ed in immediate, practical application but 
infinite in conceptual progress—helped 
foster the Nation’s spirit of innovation and 
dedication to technological advancement. 
This spirit has thrust the United States into 
world leadership in all facets of aviation, 
both civil and military. Aviation in the 
United States and throughout the world 
continues to build on the foundation provid- 
ed by the Wright Brothers. 

To commemorate the historic achieve- 
ment of the Wright Brothers, the Congress, 
by joint resolution of December 17, 1963 
(77 Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 169), has designated 
the seventeenth day of December of each 
year as Wright Brothers Day and requested 
the President to issue annually a proclama- 
tion inviting the people of the United States 
to observe that day with appropriate cere- 
monies and activities. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim December 17, 1984, as 


Wright Brothers Day, and I call upon the 
people of this Nation and local and national 
governmental officials to observe this day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities, 
both to recall the accomplishments of the 
Wright Brothers and to provide a stimulus 
to aviation in this country and throughout 
the world. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-four, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and ninth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:35 p.m., December 12, 1984] 


Reunification Talks on Cyprus 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. 
December 13, 1984 





The United States welcomes the an- 
nouncement late yesterday by United Na- 
tions Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar 
that the two Cypriot communities have 
agreed to participate in a summit meeting 
in January. We view this as a very positive 
development, one that would create new 
opportunities to end the division of Cyprus 
and establish a reunited Cypriot Govern- 
ment. 

Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar will 
have our full support as he works toward a 
settlement, and the United States Govern- 
ment extends its sincere appreciation for his 
efforts. 


Note: Larry Speakes read the statement at 
his morning briefing for reporters, which 
began at 9:22 a.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 
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Commission on Executive, Legislative 
and Judicial Salaries 





Appointment of Nicholas F. Brady as a 
Member, and Designation as Chairman. 


December 13, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Nicholas F. Brady to be a 
member of the Commission on Executive, 
Legislative and Judicial Salaries for the 
period of the 1985 fiscal year of the Federal 
Government. He would succeed Thomas R. 
Donahue. The President also intends to des- 
ignate him as Chairman. 

Mr. Brady has been with the investment 
banking firm of Dillon Read & Co. since 
1954 and currently serves as chairman and 
chief executive officer. He is also currently 
chairman of Purolator Inc. In 1982 he was 
appointed to the United States Senate by 
New Jersey Governor Thomas Kean to fill 
out the unexpired term of Senator Harrison 
Williams. 

Mr. Brady graduated from Yale Universi- 
ty (B.A., 1952) and Harvard Business School 
(M.B.A., 1954). He is married, has four chil- 
dren, and resides in Far Hills, NJ. He was 
born -April 11, 1930, in New York, NY. 


Christmas Pageant of Peace 





Remarks on Lighting the National 
Christmas Tree. December 13, 1984 





Well, thank all of you so much for being 
here. In just a moment I’m going to push 
the button that lights the National Christ- 
mas Tree. This is an old White House tradi- 
tion I’m happy to continue. 

I was in the White House a few moments 
ago looking out at all of you down there 
surrounding the tree, and I thought of how 
God gives us moments that lift us and that 
bring us together. For many of us, Christ- 
mas is a deeply holy day, the birthday of 
the promised Messiah, the Son of God who 
came to redeem our sins and teach us that 
most needed of all lessons, “Peace on Earth, 
good will among men.” For others of us, 
Christmas marks the birth of a good, great 
man, a prophet whose teachings provide a 
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pattern of living pertinent to all times and 
to all people. Either way, his message re- 
mains the guiding star of our endeavors. 

I guess we all have our own favorite 
Christmas memories, for this is the time of 
year when most of us try to be better than 
our everyday selves. 

For the past few years in this great house, 
I’ve thought of our first real Christmas as a 
nation. It was the dark and freezing Christ- 
mas of 1776, when General Washington and 
his troops crossed the Delaware. They and 
Providence gave our Nation its first Christ- 
mas gift—a victory that brought us closer to 
liberty, the condition in which God meant 
man to flourish. 

It always seems to me that Christmas is a 
time of magic. Each December we cele- 
brate a Prince, the Prince of Peace, born in 
utter’ poverty. And the fact of his birth 
makes hearts turn warmest at the coldest 
time of the year. 

Many of us do good at this time; most of 
us all mean to, but sometimes good inten- 
tions get lost in the hurry and bustle of the 
holiday season. Well, this is only the 13th 
day of December. We still have a dozen 
days to answer that letter of a child who 
wrote Santa Claus at the post office, or to 
buy an extra gift for a Toys for Tot pro- 
gram, or whatever. So, if you’ve forgotten 
to do it—well, do it, and do it tonight or 
tomorrow. One of the great messages of this 
season is that it’s never too late to touch a 
life and maybe change the world forever 
for someone. 

Over the next few weeks let us all re- 
member those who serve our country 
abroad—the 800,000 men and women in uni- 
form, the members of our foreign service, 
the people who work in our information 
agencies throughout the world, and the 
men and women in the Peace Corps. Even 
though they can’t be at the table this 
Christmas, they must not be far from our 
hearts. And let me add, there is no one we 
hold in our hearts more closely than those 
MIA’s—those missing in action in Southeast 
Asia, some of whom may be serving our 
country still. They, too, are absent at the 
table, and the gathering will never be com- 
plete until they return or are accounted for. 

Now, I know you're all waiting, and in 
the immortal words of the astronaut Alan 
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Shepard, “I’m going to stop talking and 
light the candle.” Light it in a nation at 
peace, a nation united, for the ties that bind 
still bind. So, now I light the Nation’s 
Christmas tree. May its thousand lights illu- 
minate our best resolves and cast a great 
glow on our affection for each other, and 
our thanks for each other, and our love. 

And do you know what? I’ve talked 
myself into the Christmas spirit. I’m going 
to give a gift right now. I’m not going to 
light the tree; I’m going to let Nancy do it. 

Where’s the button? Where do we go? 


[At this point, the President and Mrs. 
Reagan moved to a table surrounded by 
Washington-area children present for the 
ceremony, and Mrs. Reagan pushed the 
button, lighting the National Christmas 
Tree, which is located on the Ellipse, just 
south of the White House grounds. | 


Note: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. 


Defense Budget 





Question-and-Answer Session 
porters. December 14, 1984 


With Re- 





Mr. Deaver. Mr. President, I’m very 
happy to give you the First Inaugural Plate 
for your second Inaugural. 

The President. Well, ali right. I'm very 
pleased to have this. I think there’s nothing 
to do but to put it in action right now. 

Reporter. Screw it on. Where’s the screw- 
driver? [Laughter] 

The President. High technology—it’s all 
there. [Laughter] All right. 

Q. Have you decided to cut the defense 
budget, Mr. President? And if so, by how 
much? 

The President. Let me answer any ques- 
tions you may have with just one statement 
on that. All of the things that I’ve been 
reading .about this—which are obviously 
based on leaks—those leaks are without any 
solid foundation. 

Q. Well, give us the story. 

The President. We are still in the basis of 
negotiating—or not negotiating, that’s the 
wrong term to use—of studying the whole 


package of what we’re going to present to 
the Congress. 

Q. [(Inaudible|—says there’s a paralysis, so 
that your entire budget process is bogged 
down with a paralysis because Weinberger 
won't give anything. 

The President. They must have just 
caught me asleep at a Cabinet meeting. It 
wasn’t paralysis. [Laughter] 

Q. But isn’t it true—— 

Q. Let him finish. Let him finish. 

Q. Isn’t it true that Weinberger hasn’t 
agreed to give what the budget-cutters 
want him to give? 

The President. 1 told you, we are, all of 
us—we haven’t heard from all of the mem- 
bers of the Cabinet yet. We’ve been work- 
ing at what is a very complicated task and a 
very large budget, and we're still working 
on that. And as soon as we’re prepared to 
go to Congress with one, we'll go up there, 
but—— 

Q. Are you going to slow the rate of 
growth in defense, Mr. President? Are you 
going to slow the rate of growth in defense? 

The President. There have been proposals 
with regard to the defense budget, also, and 
already there have been certain things that 
have been dropped from that budget. 

Q. Well, is your goal still to cut the deficit 
by $100 billion, that is, in half, by 1989? 

The President. Yes. To go the 4-3-2 per- 
cent of gross national product with regard 
to the deficit over the next—{inaudible]. 

Q. When will you make a final determi- 
nation, Mr. President? 

Q. Will you really get any more out of 
domestic spending, Mr. President? 

The President. Again, I’m not prepared to 
answer on the figures, but, yes, we're 
making progress. 

Q. When will you decide on defense? 

The President. Oh, I wish I knew. You 
wait and you hear everybody’s input. And 
so far, with the scheduling of the day, you 
come to the end of a meeting and you 
haven’t resolved all of the issues yet. 

Q. Apparently you didn’t change Senator 
Goldwater’s mind on the MX. 

The President. No, but I'll keep working 
on that. 

Mr. Deaver. Can we give the Vice Presi- 
dent his plate now? Sam [Sam Donaldson, 
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ABC News], I want to give the Vice Presi- 
dent Number 2, if you don’t mind. 
The Vice President. We've got it. Thank 
you all for all you’re doing. Thank you. 
Secretary Dole. Thank you very much. 
The President. I'm sorry. I didn’t know 
that I interrupted something. 


Note: The exchange began at 10:55 a.m. on 
the South Grounds of the White House, 
where reporters had assembled for the pres- 
entation of the first set of commemorative 
Inaugural license plates to the President. 

Assistant to the President Michael K. 
Deaver, general chairman of the Committee 
for the 50th American Presidential Inaugu- 
ral, made the presentation to the President. 
The Vice President and Secretary of Trans- 
portation Elizabeth H. Dole also participat- 


ed in the ceremony and received official 
Inaugural plates. 


Postal Rate Commission 





Recess Appointment of Bonnie Guiton as a 
Commissioner. December 14, 1984 





The President today recess appointed 
Bonnie Guiton to be a Commissioner of the 
Postal Rate Commission for the remainder 
of the term expiring November 22, 1988. 
She will succeed Simeon Miller Bright. 


Since 1980 she has been vice president 
and general manager for Kaiser Center, 
Inc., and Kaiser Center Properties and 
chairman of the board of Merritt Park 
Corp. Previously she was administrative 
manager of the planning and control divi- 
sion for Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical 
Corp. in 1979-1980; executive director for 
Marcus A. Foster Educational Institute in 
1976-1979; and assistant dean of student 
services for Mills College in 1970-1976. 


She graduated from Mills College (B.A.) 
and State University in Hayward, CA (M.S.). 
She has one child and resides in Oakland, 
CA. She was born October 30, 1941, in 
Springfield, IL. 
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United States-Cuba Agreement on 
Immigration and Refugee Matters 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. 
December 14, 1984 





As the result of several years of efforts in 
a series of intensive discussions, the U.S. was 
able to reach agreement with Cuba today 
on the return to Cuba of approximately 
2,700 who came to the United States in the 
Mariel boatlift of 1980. Representatives of 
the Department of State and the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service of the De- 
partment of Justice participated in these 
discussions. 

Those persons to be returned to Cuba are 
ineligible to remain in the U.S. because 
they admitted to committing serious crimes 
in Cuba, have committed serious crimes in 
the United States, or suffer from severe 
mental disorders. It was agreed that these 
persons will be returned in a phased and 
orderly manner. 

I would like to point out that those who 
will be returned represent only a very small 
percentage of the persons who came to the 
United States in the Mariel boatlift. The 
vast majority of these 129,000 persons have 
incorporated themselves into American life 
and are now being processed by INS under 
the Cuban Adjustment Act of 1966 for legal 
resident status. 

Cuba’s agreement to accept the return of 
those individuals removes an impediment 
under U.S. law and permits us to resume 
normal processing of visas for Cuban appli- 
cants, as had been the case in Havana prior 
to 1980. Processing of all immigrant visas, 
other than for immediate relatives of U.S. 
citizens, and processing of refugee applica- 
tions have been suspended since 1980 be- 
cause of Cuba’s refusal to accept the return 
of persons whom the U.S. has declared ex- 
cludable. Under the refugee program, ex- 
political prisoners in Cuba will be eligible to 
apply to come to the United States under 
established U.S. procedures. We cannot pre- 
dict how many Cubans will apply for entry 
into the United States, but I would reem- 
phasize that both those returning to Cuba 
and those applying to come to the US. will 
be handled in a phased and orderly process. 





The talks were limited only to migration 
matters. Moreover, the conclusion of an 
agreement on this issue does not signal any 
change in U.S. policy toward Cuba. That 
policy reflects our serious concern about 
Cuba’s international behavior. We see no 
evidence that Cuba is prepared to change 
that behavior. 


Note: Larry Speakes read the statement to 
reporters assembled in the Briefing Room at 
the White House at approximately 4:15 p.m. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 


Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





December 9 

Foilowing their return from Camp David, 
MD, the President and Mrs. Reagan partici- 
pated in the taping of the NBC television 
program “Christmas in Washington” at the 
National Building Museum. 


December 10 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—a group of Cabinet-level officials and 
White House staff members, to discuss 
defense spending budget issues; 

—a Red Cross delegation, including Rich- 
ard Schubert, president of the Ameri- 
can National Red Cross, Senator John 
C. Danforth of Missouri, actor Charlton 
Heston, and a number of businessmen, 
who reported on their trip to Ethiopia 
to review famine relief efforts; 

—Secretary of Defense Caspar W. Wein- 
berger. 

The White House announced that on the 
evening of December 9, the President sent 
a message to Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir Al 
Sabah, Amir of Kuwait, in which he praised 
Kuwait’s refusal to give in to the demands 
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of the hijackers of the Kuwaiti airliner in 
Tehran, Iran. 

In an Oval Office ceremony, the Presi- 
dent received diplomatic credentials from 
Ambassadors Adrien Raymond of Haiti, As- 
terius Magnus Hyera of Tanzania, Pablo 
Mauricio Alvergue of El Salvador, Mohsin 
Ahmed Alaini of Yemen, A.Z.M. Obaidullah 
Khan of Bangladesh, Ghazi Muhammad al 
Gosaibi of Bahrain, and El Sayed Abdel 
Raouf el Reedy of Eygpt. 

The President declared a major disaster 
for the U.S. Virgin Islands as a result of 
Tropical Storm Klaus and flooding, begin- 
ning on or about November 5, which 
caused extensive property damage. 


December 11 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—U.S. Representative to the United Na- 

tions Jeane J. Kirkpatrick. 

The White House announced that the 
President has accepted Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney’s invitation to visit Canada 
in March 1986, with the exact date to be 
worked out later. This visit reciprocates the 
Canadian Prime Minister’s September 25 
trip to Washington and reflects the excel- 
lent state of relations between the two 
countries. 

The President recess appointed Ralph E. 
Kennickell, Jr., as Public Printer. He would 
succeed Danford L. Sawyer, Jr. 

The President and Mrs. Reagan hosted a 
Christmas party for Members of Congress 
on the State Floor of the White House. 


December 12 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—representatives of Gannett newspapers 
and television stations; 
—members of the International Private 
Enterprise Task Force; 
—Senator Barry Goldwater of Arizona; 
—a group of Cabinet-level officials and 
White House staff members, for a work- 
ing luncheon to discuss defense spend- 
ing budget issues; 
—members of the 1984 and 1985 US. 
Savings Bonds Volunteer Committees. 
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The President participated in the plant- 
ing of a sugar maple tree on the North 
Grounds of the White House. 

The President telephoned William 
J. Schroeder, the second recipient of an artifi- 
cial heart, at Humana Heart Institute in 
Louisville, KY. 

The President recess appointed the fol- 
lowing individuals to be members of the 
Marine Mammal Commission: 

Karen Pryor for the term expiring May 13, 1986, 
and 
Robert Elsner for the term expiring May 13, 

1987. 

The President recess appointed John N. 
Griesemer to be Governor of the U.S. Postal 
Service for the remainder of the term ex- 
piring December 8, 1986. He will succeed 
John R. McKean. 

The President and Mrs. Reagan hosted a 
Christmas party for members of the press 
on the State Floor of the White House. 


December 13 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—representatives of the Future Farmers 
of America; 

—Jeana Jo Alessio, 1984 West Virginia 
Strawberry Festival Queen, and Sena- 
tor Robert C. Byrd of West Virginia; 

—participants in the World Games for 
Deaf Athletes. 

The President recess appointed Richard 
H. Jones as Deputy Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration. He will 
succeed Michael J. Fenello. 

The President and Mrs. Reagan hosted a 
Christmas party for members of the press 
on the State Floor of the White House. 


December 14 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—a group of intergovernmental leaders, 
including Gov. John Carlin of Kansas, 
chairman, and Gov. Lamar Alexander 


of Tennessee, vice chairman, National 
Governors’ Association; Mayor Hernan 
Padilla of San Juan, PR, of the U.S. Con- 
ference of Mayors; Mayor George Voino- 
vich of Cleveland, OH, president, Nation- 
al League of Cities; Speaker John Martin 
of Maine, chairman, State-Federal As- 
sembly; Commissioner Earl Baker of 
Chester, PA, chairman, finance and tax- 
ation committee, National Association 
of Counties; George Miller, president, 
National Association of Towns and 
Townships; and Representative Jane 
Monroney of Delaware, chairman, 
State-Federal affairs committee, Coun- 
cil of State Governments. 

The President met in the Roosevelt Room 
with Michael K. Deaver, Deputy Chief of 
Staff and Assistant to the President, who is 
serving as general chairman of the Commit- 
tee for the 50th American Presidential In- 
augural. Other officials of the committee 
were also present for the meeting. The 
President then participated in a ceremony 
on the South Grounds of the White House, 
where he was presented with the first set of 
commemorative Inaugural license plates 
produced by the committee. 

The President recess appointed William J. 
McGinnis, Jr., as a member of the Federal 
Labor Relations Authority for a term of 5 
years expiring July 1, 1989. He would suc- 
ceed Ronald W. Haughton. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Friday, October 12, no nominations 
were submitted during the period covered 
by this issue. The first session of the 99th 
Congress will convene on January 3, 1985. 








Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 
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Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
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Released December 10 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a White House ceremony mark- 
ing International Human Rights Day 


Released December 11 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on her meeting with the 
President to report on the situation in the 
U.N. General Assembly—by U.S. Represent- 
ative to the United Nations Jeane J. Kirk- 
patrick 


Released December 13 


Advance text: 
Remarks on lighting the National Christmas 
Tree at the Christmas Pageant of Peace 
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Producer Price Index figures for Novem- 
ber—by the Principal Deputy Press Secre- 
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Fact sheet: 
Resumption of U.S. immigration and refu- 
gee programs in Cuba 





Acts Approved 
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Note: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the second session of the 98th Con- 
gress on November 8. 
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Economic and military assistance, U.S.—1015, 
1058, 1065, 1117, 1239, 1771 
Internal situation—1355, 1491, 1534, 1562 
President—1053, 1058, 1491, 1534, 1562 
Elderly. See Aged 
Elections 
Congressional elections, President’s views— 
1164, 1166, 1176, 1336, 1416, 1418, 1547, 
1611, 1616, 1661, 1674, 1675, 1733, 1735, 
1751, 1808 
Contributions—1066 
Foreign. See specific country 
Political endorsments—1703 
Presidential. See Campaign, Presidential 
Vocer registration—1066, 1107 
Emergency Management Agency, 
1040, 1109, 1308, 1309 
Emergency Medicine Week, National—1421 
Employ the Handicapped Week, National—1431 
Employment and unemployment 
Administration policies—1097, 1164, 1209, 
1213, 1218 
Enterprise zones. See Enterprise zones 
Job training—1232, 1400, 1411, 1470 
Minorities and women—1001, 1022, 1210, 
1232, 1312, 1316, 1470 
Monthly statistics—986, 1438, 1821 
Undocumented workers, policy. See Immigra- 
tion and naturalization 
Workers compensation—1386 
Youth—1001, 1210, 1312, 1316, 1695 


Federal— 





Subject Index to Issues 27-49 


Endangered species. See Conservation, wildlife 
preservation 
Endicott-Johnson Corp.—1278 


Ener 
Coal—1537 
Nuclear energy—1655 
Oil—977, 1018, 1398, 1433 
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